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PANTZER SEES 'DESPAIR' ON CAMPUS,
BUT OPTIMISM FOR FUTURE

MISSOULA-Because there are so many problems in higher education today, the University of
Montana is experiencing "a bit of despair," which is mixed with optimism for the future,
UM President Robert T. Pantzer said Saturday.
Pantzer made his remarks in his "State of the University" message forUM Foundation
trustees, who conducted their annual winter meeting Friday and Saturday in the University
Center.
The University leader, who announced in September that he is resigning from the
administrative post July I, 1974, said the University "should remain a key to higher
education in the state" in future years, although many problems, including financial
worries, are facing the institution.
Pantzer referred to budgetary matters as "a very difficult task" for his administration
because of the negative feelings on campus when sufficient money isn't available forUM
projects and programs.
Commenting on the supplemental appropriation request of $252,685 which UM has
submitted to the State Legislature for the 1974-75 academic year, Pantzer said that amount
"means a lot in a total budget of about $15-mi I I ion" for the University.

He said the

additional quarter-of-a-mi I I ion dol Iars would be used to replace money used for back pay
and salary adjustments for women faculty and staff members under the Fair Labor Standards
Act and the Civi I Rights Act of 1964.
-MORE-

PANTZER SEES 'DESPAIR' ON CAMPUS--2
Pantzer said a proposal that would enable out-of-state students at UM to obtain
resident status for tuition purposes would drastically reduce University income from
student sources and could result "in a tremendous reorganization in funding of this
kind of school."

He said nonresident students, who pay about three times as much as

resident students to attend the University, comprise about 25 percent of the total UM
enrollment of about 8,200.
"I 1 m frightened a bit of the idea that all (University) fees must go up markedly,"
Pantzer said.

"We feel that students are paying more, or at least just as much as they

shou:d (for an education)."
What makes the whole matter of educational funding particularly difficult, Pantzer
said, "is that since 1971 the students' share for their education has gone up 30 percent
while the (state's) General Fund share for education has gone up only II percent."
Pantzer said dec! ining enrollments at many col leges and universities, including a
reduction of about 300 students at UM in the last two years, is a great cause for concern
because such dec! ines adversely affect campus income and student-faculty ratios.
About 50 percent of the students at UM are on some form of financial aid, Pantzer
said.
New trustees attending the Foundation meeting were Robert C. Bates, vice president
and secretary, Rocketel ler Brothers Fund, New York,
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and Lloyd G. Schermer,

president, Lee Enterprises, Davenport, Iowa.
Thomas J. Col I ins, director of the UM Foundation and Pub! ic Services, was coordinator
of the meeting.
The UM Foundation was established as a nonprofit organization on the Missoula
campus in 1950 to encourage and develop educational programs and faci I ities at UM
through private contributions and bequests from UM alumni and friends.
Hlltl

